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My chief focus in this study is on the political career of Sidney Sonnino 
at the national, and ultimately international, level. O f course, Sonnino had 
other concerns, including as local politician and landowner. But these 
seemed to me to be o f lesser importance in his efforts to breathe life into 
the Liberal regime. Hence I have accorded them little space in my account.

I am indebted to many people for the help they have given me in the 
writing of this book. I should particularly like to thank the following: E d
ward Malefakis, for first suggesting the subject and then expertly fostering 
its early development; Fabio Com o and his wonderful family, whose 
friendship and help over the years I treasure more than they can ever 
know; Benjamin F. Brown for his tremendous generosity in providing 
me with valuable source materials; Salvatore Saladino for the same gener
osity and also for his careful scrutiny of the various drafts o f this work; 
Brian Sullivan, for his tireless encouragement and support along the way; 
and Massimo L. Salvadori, for believing in my project and providing valu
able assistance at crucial moments. Others, too, have given me important 
help, including Lloyd Abernethy; Luigi Bonatti; Jim  Burgwyn; Paola Car- 
lucci; Luigi Conti; the De Renzis family; Alex De Grand; John Gooch; 
Marion Miller; and Finbarr O ’Connor. Needless to say, I alone am respon
sible for any errors in the text. I also want to thank my wife Lisa and our 
children, Nick and Kate, for putting up with “ Sidney” for longer than they 
care to remember. I could not have completed this book without their love 
and affection.

Finally, I dedicate this book to the memory of my mother, Elizabeth 
Harrison Gray Haywood, who nurtured my love o f history right from 
the start.
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