In his paper published in the Journal of the Franklin Institute in
1855, Dr. Kroll stated that, "in any invention of importance one is First
to examine the educatlonal backgrouad of the Lnventor and his mental
prepazation and development®. Willlam Kroll's educational background in
motalluzgy started as a small child. His father was a blast furnace
manager and his grandfather an operator of an iron ore mine. He wrote of
an early recollection: "a far-avay picture still remains in my mind,

when, a3 3 child, in the darkness of a cold morning 1 was taken out of bed
€0 11ght a new blast furnace with a bunch of cotton, impregnated with
buzning kerosene and fastened to the top of & long pole"

. 3. Kroll was a highly independent rasearcher who focused on
industrial problems in 3 creative and innovative vay. s was indsed 3
visionary in the process metallurgy fisld. He believed in the sound
application of physical science principles and had o healthy regard for

satety while conducting his experinents.
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