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ABSTRACT: The pulp related products are one of the most important shipping services at the 

port of Livorno. Almost 300 break-bulk vessels every year ship pulp to Livorno, mainly from 

North America and South America. On average, the Livorno port deals with 80% of the Italian 

imports of pulp (the latter are about 3.1 billons of tons), in order to deliver pulp to Lucca, 

where the local cluster has a strong specialization on the paper industry. The trade service 

supplied by the Livorno port is a positive component of the competitive advantage of the 

Lucca district, where there are the leaders of the Italian tissue paper industry. The study 

describes the evolution of the pulp shipment along the last decade, with new producers from 

South America, new contractual agreements, new relationships between paper mills and pulp 

producers, and new investment plans to increase the Livorno shipment capacity are the main 

factors that will shape the relationships between the Livorno port and the Lucca cluster. 
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